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First of all, would you like to intro-

duce yourself briefly?

Fanny : Yes, my name is Fanny
Guinot E# . | graduated from IX
K university for my phd. in inter-
national relations and sociology. |
have been teaching French in uni-
versity level for now seven years, if
I'm not mistaken (smiling), and I'm

a new teacher here (X ). I'm also



a DELF examiner for level A1 to C2.
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As an examiner of DELF, would
you consider having DELF to be

necessary and important?

F: 1 think DELF is not only im-
portant. It actually could be
necessary to a lot of students,
especially students from this de-
partment. As a lot of them want
to travel and want to actually do
some exchanges. And in France,
unfortunately, most people only
speak French, so DELF would ac-
tually access their level and get
them used to a certain standard
of level. In university, they would
actually pretty much need a B1 to
B2, B2 being considered the best
level possible. But of course fol-

low the university in French.
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What kind of language level
would you expect for the perfor-
mance of the examinee? ( {7 :
Do you expect everyone would
reach their level, and go for the

tests that suit their level? )

F : Okay, so generally speaking,
for the DELF examiners, what we
are being taught when we actu-
ally get trained to become ex-

aminers is that we have to keep



a good eye on the examinees, so
it means that we are aware that
not everybody would have the
level. We try to stay nice and to
encourage and help the candi-
dates as much as we can. Howev-
er though, obviously, we cannot
give the test to everyone who
Is going to take the test, so you
still have to meet some stan-
dards in order to pass the exam,
just like any other exam. So ba-
sically, for the DELF, you have to
meet a total average of 15 in or-
der to meet the requirements to
pass the DELF. But again, we are
aware that not everybody has an
incredible level, plus that we are
also aware that a lot of students
are very stressed out because it's
an exam day, so they might lose
their means, they might be very
nervous and be not very com-
fortable, especially for the oral
part. So we take all this into con-
sideration, we try to keep it in
mind, and to keep ... | would say a

kind eye on the candidates to try

to help them as much as possible.
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In your opinion, what is the best
timing to have the DELF?(For
instant, sophomore, before ex-
changing, or when one’s level
reaches A2, B1)



F : In my opinion, | think the best
is to first try out the DELF with the
A2 before going to B1. Not only
would you have the experience
of the exam, but you will also feel
more confident on the day for
the B1 because you know how it's
going to go. You already know
what to expect, so you don't have
this effect of surprise when you
are taking the test, so you will feel
more confident. So in my humble
opinion (smile), people should
try with A2 first. Gain confidence,
and then go to B1, and then B2.
And then for when to take the
test exactly, | think that the best
Is actually to take the classes re-
garding the DELF preparation
and to take the DELF right after
class. Because obviously, in class,
we are preparing very specifically
for the exams, not only in terms
of level, but in terms of exercis-
es because the exercises are very
specific. So the students are very
well trained on this specific exer-

cise and the exam specifically. So

it's always better to take the exam
right after the class since you don't

have time to forget.

am B IR E A B 7 (T Bl & 2 DELF
RYER(ERTHE ? (Bla0 - KT - 323D
EBE A2 B1IEE®R)

F: &RES&EF®E= DELF B1 27T
FTEMZE—RA2 - BIER—KIRAE
olESEZa AR MEECKHNE
ZaomizRART b - 2 BT R X
MEEABEE - IRBARHARE XA
B - I EERZENFRIEAEH
mEMEAMRIZE - FRAER
EBZR (X))  AREZEER
A2 ERFIBEREER B2 Bl RE
B2 B2 - B2k - B@R= DELF ROAES
KE - RESERERESE LTER
DELF WERIEZEBHB LEZ - ARTR
AREEND - PIEREPER =2l
£ AMEZUSEMS - MELE
HMS - AR/ZalPEHIRAEE SR
HEFRERE  HI2EMEEEMN
Zal FAEHGEIRSRE - R &
FERZBUAEZEZZ&HERT
AiIrERARBERRK (ELREZE
HUEREE ) -



As both a professor and an in-
cumbent examiner of DELF, do
you think having the courses at
the university soley can make stu-

dents be prepared for DELF?

F : Yes and no (laugh). Yes, be-
cause | think as | design the course
(laugh), it is actually pretty well-de-
signed (laugh). I'm kidding, no. Yes,
it's because | think the students in
this university have a pretty good
level. | think you have a lot of dif-
ferent classes in order to have a
lot of different skills and different
areas, so your level of French is
pretty complete and balanced re-
garding the different kinds of tests.
However though, that's why | tell
the students, 'l don't think a teach-
er can do miracles.” So, half of the
success is in class, but you still
have (to work hard on your own).
How do the students respond to
the class? Do they actually do the
homework ? Do they learn what
you give them? Do they work seri-
ously besides the class? Then this

Is how you get the DELF done. So

yes, the class, but there’s all the
homework and the work besides

the class in order to get it.
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Apart from courses in the univer-
sity, what kinds of activities would

you recommend the students to



do to improve their abilities of

French?

| would recommend them to do
some language exchanges with
other French people. You are ac-
tually very lucky, because in Taipei,
you actually have a lot of different
places where a lot of French people
hang out, (such as) restaurants and
bars, and there are very well-known
places for being full of French
people. And actually these places
also organise some language ex-
change on a very periodic basis, so
it means, for example, every week
on Tuesday night you can have a
language exchange with French
people in that specific place. So
this really helps, because you make
friends and it's the true language,
it's not the language from your
book. And then, another kind of
activity that | would really really rec-
ommend is movies, podcasts, and
all this kind of media that you actu-
ally have, and that can allow you to
study French, review and improve

your hearing everywhere.
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Are there any materials and web-
sites would you recommend to
check out when one is preparing
for DELF?

F : You have so many things on-
line, so many resources, so there's
a great website which is called
‘www.delfdalf.fr’. It's a great re-
source because you have a lot of

former exams that you can train



for. Actually, you have all the audio
files to do it alone with your com-
puter, so it's a great resource. You
also have all the podcasts which
actually show you examples of ex-
ams. And to be clear, this is for the
oral part, la production orale. Also,
| would recommend movies, but
there’s another great thing called
‘tvSmonde’. It's in French, and they
have great resources for DELF and

for French in general.
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Q8 : Are there any testing tips
you would want to share especial-

ly in speaking and writing?

F : So many (laugh)! | would say
for the writing, the biggest tip is,
‘do not panic’ . Panic is not being
for help, but usually, it drives you
down as you would tend to forget
things. So first of all, go relax and
keep in mind that the examiner is
your friend, not your enemy. Then
| would also recommend prepar-
ing very deeply in advance for
the self-introduction because it
Is something that you can always
prepare in advance. And then be-
cause you will always have limited
time to prepare the dialogue and
expression d'un point de vue. If
it were me, | would actually only
focus on the preparation of ex-
pression d'un point de vue for the

preparation time.

As for the dialogue, you cannot re-
ally know what the other person in
front of you is going to answer and

tell you, so you can't really prepare



for that. But you can prepare more
for expression d'un point de vue,
so don't waste your time on pre-

paring something you can't actual-

ly prepare.

And then for I'expression d'un
point de vue, | would really rec-
ommend people to watch current
news or read the press because, at
the end of the day, this is what it is
about. It's about reading an article,
getting the main ideas, and giving

your point of view on it.

And for le production écrite, | really
recommend reading the directions
carefully because, for B1, there is
only one exercise. So if you get
it wrong, there's no way to bring
the answer out. Do not waste too
much time writing everything on a
draft piece of paper, but only write
down the main ideas and spend
more time on writing on the actu-
al piece of paper. Do not write too
many words because actually it's
not gonna give you more points,

but usually, you can't keep a nice

quality on such a long essay. And
also, take a few minutes to relax
and breathe before actually re-
reading your copy to try to have a
fresh eye on it. This is really brief
in general things. Obviously, in
the class, we see much more tips

(laugh).
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Thank you very much for willingly
answering all these questions. Is
there anything you want to pro-

mote or say to the students?

F : Come to my classes! My classes
are great! There will be a European
film festival this fall in the univer-
sity, so I'm promoting it (laugh).
There will be some French mov-
ies, so it's a cheap and nice way to
actually discover new things and
French culture. There will also be
another film festival around the
same time in FAFSE] , and it's more
artsy movies, and usually, in the
programmation you also have a
lot of French movies, so | strongly
advise the students to go. Because
| think it's a great opportunity. And
honestly, France is all about cul-
ture and art, so | really encourage
the students to try and get out to
see exhibitions and discover mov-
les and try to meet French people
outside. Don't be shy. We are very
nice, and we will always try to talk

with you.
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